
Good News and Good Deeds at Easter 
 What time of year could be 

more perfect for sharing Christ with 

others than Easter—the annual 

commemoration of God’s love, revealed 

in the death and resurrection of our 

Lord? This year, Calvary invites you to 

share the good news and good deeds through two special efforts: the Easter Missions 

Offering and a Diaper Drive for the Legacy Center. 

 The Easter Missions Offering is one of Calvary’s key opportunities to 

support our global missions partners in their work of sharing the gospel around the 

world. Our goal this year is $3,000, and you have the option of designating your gift 

to any of these three recipients: Andy and Cari Robertson (our missionaries to 

Central Africa), the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering of the SBC, and the Global 

Missions offering of the CBF. If you don’t designate, anything you contribute will be 

split equally among all three recipients. 

 The Legacy Center provides a vital ministry here in Mount Airy to women 

who are facing unexpected pregnancy, offering everything from pregnancy testing 

and counseling to parenting classes and material assistance. Our Diaper Drive will 

provide resources for women and children in need; and while diapers of any size are 

appreciated, there is a special need for larger diapers (sizes 3-4 or 5-6). We are also 

accepting donations of new or gently-used baby clothes for ages 12 months and up.  

 Let’s make sure that our faith 

and our deeds to go hand in hand this 

year, as we allow the good news of 

God’s love to be expressed in the love 

we share with others.  

Maundy Thursday 

Worship 
 The Thursday on which Jesus 

shared His last supper with His 

disciples has come to be known as 

Maundy Thursday. This name comes 

from the Latin word “maundatum,” 

which means “commandment,” and it 

calls us to remember the new 

commandment that Jesus gave at this 

meal: “Love one another, as I have 

loved you” (John 15:12).  

 To help us remember the way 

that Jesus loves us, Calvary will have a 

brief time of worship on Maundy 

Thursday (April 14) at 7 o’clock pm in 

the sanctuary. Through hymns, 

scripture, and a celebration of the 

Lord’s Supper, we’ll reflect on the 

body that was broken and the blood 

that was shed to make our salvation 

possible. We invite you to worship 

with us as we celebrate the sacrificial 

love that rests at the heart of our faith.  
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Easter at Calvary 
 Easter falls on April 17 this year, and we encourage 

you to spend your morning with the Calvary family as we 

remember our Lord’s victory over sin and death and worship 

Him for giving us the gift of life. The morning begins with a 

brief Sunrise Service at 7 o’clock in the parking area behind 

the church office (weather permitting). This will be followed by the Uplift Contemporary 

service at 8:30, a full Easter breakfast at 9:15, Sunday School at 10:00, and the Traditional 

service at 10:55. After two years in which our Easter celebration has been impacted by Covid 

disruptions, won’t it be good to praise the Risen Lord together? We look forward to seeing you! 

A Sabbatical Devotional Sample 
Our “Rest ~ Reflect ~ Renew” Devotional Guide will be 

distributed next month. But here’s something to whet your 

appetite! 

GOD WANTS ME TO REST by Claudia Bryant 

“...and you will find rest for your souls...” Jeremiah 6:16. 

“Be still, and know that I am God” Psalm 46:10. 

     In this busy world we live in, would you think that 

God cared if we are rested or not? While the world says, 

“Go, go, go!” God urges us to slow down, to listen, and to 

rest. Of course, there are times in our lives that are busier 

than others. But in all seasons of our lives, we must slow 

down enough to spend time with Him and to listen to that 

still, small voice of His guidance. How else are we to know 

His will for us? 

 I try to submit my to-do list to Him to guide me for 

the day. His plans might be totally different from what I 

needed to accomplish on any particular day. Occasionally, 

He redirects me in an entirely unexpected encounter with 

someone that I might encourage with kind words or a smile. 

Maybe that someone was feeling sad and down, and I had a 

few words to lift their spirit. God does this all the time—

what we might think is strange that we ran into this person—

God planned all along! 

 Two words that remind me to rest so that I will be 

able to carry out God’s plans: BE STILL (and rest).  

Anniversary Sunday 

 Calvary Baptist will mark its 109th year as a 

church family when we celebrate Anniversary Sunday 

on May 1, 2022. Because the Covid pandemic has 

finally diminished enough to allow full-scale 

congregational activities, we look forward to 

commemorating this year’s anniversary with a church 

meal. And to make sure that everyone can participate, 

we’re going to adjust our schedule for that Sunday 

morning so that we all can be together. In place of our 

normal pattern in which the Uplift contemporary service 

is at 8:30 and is followed by Bible study at 9:45 and the 

traditional service at 10:55, we’ll have Sunday Morning 

Bible Study at 9:30, followed by one combined service 

at 10:30, with the Anniversary Supper to follow. But 

that’s not all. Because May 1st is Alex Bracey’s 10th 

anniversary as our Minister to Youth and Children, 

we’ll also be celebrating him that day! So please mark 

your calendar and make plans to be with us.  

Women in 

Mission 
 As we move out of 

the pandemic, we’d love to 

create new opportunities for 

women to connect in 

fellowship and ministry. 

Our BYW meets the second 

Tuesday of each month, and 

any one with questions is 

encouraged to contact Mary 

Jane Shelton (336/401-

5849). Any ladies who’d be 

interested in starting a new 

Women’s Mission group 

that meets on a weekday 

morning are asked to 

contact Donna Keck 

(336/326-6862). 

Vacation Bible School 
 The theme for our VBS this coming summer will be 

"Jerusalem Marketplace." Join us Sunday, June 26-Thursday 

June 30 for a fun-filled night for kids! There will be a supper 

for kids and families each night from 5:30-6...followed by an 

opening celebration, interactive stations, and closing 

celebration that will last from 6-8:15. This year, kids will go 

on a journey as they walk Jesus' path through Jerusalem that ultimately led to God's amazing 

love for us on the cross. Each night, we will have music, crafts, a Bible story and recreation that 

are all rooted in walking the same path Jesus walked in the hopes that we continue that journey 

with Him daily! 



Something for Your Easter Basket 
 Calvary can’t fill your Easter basket with treats. But we can fill your Easter season with 

great resources to help you grow in Christ! As a part of our church family, you have free access to 

RightNow Media (rightnowmedia.org): a huge collection of online Bible studies by some of today’s 

top teachers—not to mention devotionals, documentaries, and entertaining videos for your kids.  

 Want to prepare your heart to celebrate the resurrection? Check out “Easter” by Pastor J. D. 

Greear, which comes with a free study guide, family guide, and devotional.  

 Looking for something a little more dramatic? “The Easter Series” from The Eyewitness Bible 

offers 8 “first person” accounts of the events of Holy Week.  

 Hoping to teach your kids about God’s love? “The Story of Easter” by SparkHouse Family 

offers children an animated take on what Jesus has done for us.  

 Of course, there’s so much more than just Easter resources on RightNow Media . You’ll find studies on Books of the Bible, 

Parenting, and Finance. And if you remember Pastor Alex’s sermons about  the “Elephants in the Church,” you might even want to 

check out a whole library of studies related to mental health .(https://app.rightnowmedia.org/en/library/141). 

 If you haven’t yet activated your RightNow Media account, all you need is a link that Pastor Alex will be happy to send you. 

Touch base with him to get the link or to ask questions about using the available resources. Let’s fill our lives with more than 

chocolate bunnies as we celebrate the true reason for the Easter season! 

Rest ~ Reflect ~ Renew: The Pastor’s Journey 
 In our last two monthly newsletters, you’ve had the chance to learn a little about “Rest – 

Reflect – Renew,” a 3-month spiritual emphasis that will take place this summer and that’s designed 

to refresh both our pastor and our congregation. Thanks to a generous grant from the Clergy Renewal 

Program of the Lilly Foundation, both Pastor Alex and the Calvary church family will soon get to take 

a “sabbatical journey,” in which we rest in God’s love, reflect on the ways God is at work within and 

around us, and renew our spiritual passion. Last month, we told you about the “congregational 

journey” that’s coming this summer. And this month, we want to give you a sense of the “pastoral 

journey” that Pastor Alex will be taking. 

 As the name implies, one of the most important parts of any “sabbatical” is “sabbath,” the 

opportunity to rest. And so, during the 3 months that Pastor Alex is away from his responsibilities at 

Calvary, he’ll get to take a break from the rigors and routines of ministry. He’ll take a vacation with 

his wife Teresa and daughter Windham; he’ll visit with family members who live out of town, and he’ll take some brief trips for 

extended times of reading and prayer. But the goal of his sabbatical isn’t just to “rest from” ministry; it’s to be “renewed for” 

ministry. And that’s why one of the key components of our pastor’s journey will be a “cycling pilgrimage.” 

 From late June to early August, Pastor Alex will be traveling in the United Kingdom. He’ll go to places he’s long wanted 

to visit—Ireland and Scotland. He’ll study something that really interests him—the spirituality and ministry of the Celtic 

Christians, who in many ways are responsible for keeping the Christian faith alive in Europe during the Middle Ages. And he’ll do 

all this while enjoying one of his favorite pastimes—bicycling. With just a few exceptions, Pastor Alex will get to all the places he 

wants to visit by riding his bicycle, covering approximately 900 miles in the process.  

 Of course, some of you might wonder: Who’s going to lead our church while the pastor is gone?! And we’d like to remind 

you that not only will Alex Bracey, our deacons, and our other ministry leaders still be on the job; we’ll also have Dr. Roger 

Gilbert, the former pastor at FBC Mount Airy, serving as our sabbatical interim preacher. What’s more, we’ll have several keynote 

speakers joining us to teach about our sabbatical themes. (For a more complete description, see last month’s article about the 

congregation’s “Rest – Reflect – Renew” journey.)  

 If you had a chance to attend the Sabbatical Q&A sessions that Pastor Alex hosted in March, you heard him suggest that 

both his sabbatical journey and the congregation’s sabbatical journey are a gift of God’s grace. After two years of pandemic 

disruptions – and in the midst of a “transition season” in our church’s membership and leadership – we’re going to need to be 

renewed, so that we can discern God’s voice and respond to God’s mission as He leads us into the future. Won’t you join us in 

praying for the sabbatical experiences that both Pastor Alex and our church will have? And won’t you make plans to invest your 

time and energy the journey that awaits this summer? 



Dear Calvary... 
Dear Calvary Family, 

I want to thank you all for your cards, encouraging words and 

most of all for your prayers.  My journey still continues but I 

know God is in control and with your continued prayers and love, 

I will get through this.  I am truly blessed. 

Love, 

Lee Ann Belcher 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

I enjoyed the church Valentine, it was awesome and I will cherish 

it always.  The card from Teresa meant so much as well as the 

card from Alex Bracey and family. 

Sincerely, 

Linda Gordon 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Dear Calvary Church Family, 

You can’t imagine the many ways your mail (cards and notes) 

ministry has made a difference in my life.  The notes and cards 

always seem to arrive at the perfect time.  They have lifted my 

spirits and brightened my day on many occasions.  Thank you for 

caring about the elderly and shut-ins.  Your ministry is helping. 

Warmest regards, 

James Belton 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Dear Calvary Baptist Church, 

Wow! We felt so loved when you showed up in our office bearing 

sweet treat “cookies.”  Our staff enjoyed them but we also shared 

with our clients.  You made our hearts smile and put a smile on 

our clients faces.  Thanks for being the hands and feet of Christ. 

Staff of Legacy Center 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

To the Members of Calvary Baptist Church, 

Thanks so very much for the sweet gift of delicious cookies you 

dropped off to us at Subway on West Pine Street.  It was greatly 

appreciated and a wonderful message placed on the cookie 

package.  Our Subway team enjoyed the treats and felt very much 

appreciated by your congregation and their thoughtfulness.  You 

truly exemplified Christ’s love to others.  Thank you for your 

wonderful act of kindness and love. 

Sincerely,  

Bill and Michele Juno 

(Subway Franchisees) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Dear Calvary, 

Thank you very much for our supper Wednesday night (3/16/22).  

The ham was especially delicious. 

Gracie and Teresa Boyd 
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In Memory of Jo Hodge 

Brenda Barfield Tony and Deena Martin 

Jimmy and Sandra Byrd Bob and Janet McPherson 

Juanita Clifton Jo Hodge 

Bodey and Vicki Fields Bob and Pam Peake 

Mike and Renee Francis Jim and Lilnette Phillips 

Anita Goins Justin and Sarah Sharpe 

Johnny and Mary Lynn Goins Howard and Thelma Shelton 

Faye Haas Jill Shelton 

Dale and Joyce Hardy Jo Ann Surratt 

Carolyn Hartgrove Johnny and Paulette Surratt 

Roger and Carol Jarrell Sharon Thornburg 

Chuck and Jo Lynn Johnson Earl and Jan Varney 

Roger and Donna Keck Mary Jo White 

Glenda Laster  

  

In Memory of Wilma Roberson 

Brenda Barfield Dot Marion 

Claudia Bryant Tony and Deena Martin 

Jimmy and Sandra Byrd Bob and Janet McPherson 

Juanita Clifton Myrtle Jean Miller 

Gene and Wanda Corriher Ken and Barbara Nowlin 

Bodey and Vicki Fields Bob and Pam Peake 

Mike and Renee Francis Jim and Lilnette Phillips 
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Ladies 3 SS Class Mary Jo White 

Glenda Laster  

  

In Memory of Myrtle Wagoner 

David Barbour Glenda Laster 

Mark Barbour Tony and Deena Martin 

Brenda Barfield Bob and Janet McPherson 

Jimmy and Sandra Byrd Jerry and Sandy Nowlin 

Juanita Clifton Ken and Barbara Nowlin 

Bodey and Vicki Fields Jim and Lilnette Phillips 
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Anita Goins Jill Shelton 
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Roger and Carol Jarrell Jo Ann Surratt 

Roger and Donna Keck Johnny and Paulette Surratt 

Ladies 5 SS Class Earl and Jan Varney 

 Mary Jo White 

  

In Memory of Jolene Lawrence  

Roger and Donna Keck  


