
THANKFUL! (In a Strange Thanksgiving Season) 
 Weôre entering whatôs bound to be a ñstrange Thanksgiving seasonò here at Calvary Baptist. Normally at this 

time of year, we would have just wrapped up a fall festival for the kids and a bowling night for the church family. And 

weôd be looking ahead to a joyful Thanksgiving meal for our congregation and community guests, followed by a busy 

Christmas season filled with fellowship, music, and ministry to others. Unfortunately, the safety precautions weôre 

taking to protect each other from the coronavirus are going to interfere with some of those plans. And yet, Iôm still 

thankful for the things that have been and will be taking place. 

 As I write this, Ashley Mills is coordinating big-hearted volunteers who are going to provide a ñTrunk-or-Treatò 

event for Calvaryôs kids. Plans are being made to deliver a Thanksgiving meal to our homebound members – and to 

members whose ñCovid precautionsò have left them somewhat isolated in these recent months. Calvary continues to 

provide 100 bags of food each week for the Backpack Program at Franklin Elementary. Individuals, families, and 

Sunday School classes are preparing ñChristmas Outreachò backpacks that will bring holiday joy to local children; and 

in the coming weeks, there will be another opportunity to share Christmas blessings with children who are part of our 

local foster care system. Although we wonôt have a typical Christmas cantata, our music ministry is preparing both 

traditional and contemporary Christmas presentations for Sunday, December 13. And on top of all that, everyone at 

Calvary continues to be so faithful in supporting our church through giving and through participation in worship and 

Bible study, both in-person and online.  

 So, yes. Even though this is a ñstrange Thanksgiving season,ò weôve got a lot to be thankful for. And I am 

thankful! For all of you – and for the way you continue to make Calvary a caring church. Please be sure to let us know 

how we can support and encourage you. And have a Blessed Thanksgiving! 

Pastor Alex  

Church Budget & Leadership 2021 
 As we have shared in worship, by phone, and by email, we are unable to use our normal process to approve 

the church budget and church leaders for 2021. Therefore, we have made copies of these proposals available by 

email, on the church website, and in the church office. The 2021 proposals are almost identical to the proposals 

approved in 2020; and so, we hope they will be agreeable to most of our members. However, if you review these 

proposals and wish to vote ñno,ò please remember that you must contact the church office no later than Sunday, Nov. 

8. Unless a significant number of ñnoò votes are registered by that date, the proposals will be approved. 
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Thanksgiving 
By Ella Wheeler Wilcox - 1850-1919  

We walk on starry fields of white 

   And do not see the daisies; 

For blessings common in our sight 

   We rarely offer praises. 

We sigh for some supreme delight 

   To crown our lives with splendor, 

And quite ignore our daily store 

   Of pleasures sweet and tender. 

Our cares are bold and push their way 

   Upon our thought and feeling. 

They hand about us all the day, 

   Our time from pleasure stealing. 

So unobtrusive many a joy 

   We pass by and forget it, 

But worry strives to own our lives, 

   And conquers if we let it. 

Thereôs not a day in all the year 

   But holds some hidden pleasure, 

And looking back, joys oft appear 

   To brim the pastôs wide measure. 

But blessings are like friends, I hold, 

   Who love and labor near us. 

We ought to raise our notes of praise 

   While living hearts can hear us. 

Full many a blessing wears the guise 

   Of worry or of trouble; 

Far-seeing is the soul, and wise, 

   Who knows the mask is double. 

But he who has the faith and strength 

   To thank his God for sorrow 

Has found a joy without alloy 

   To gladden every morrow. 

We ought to make the moments notes 

   Of happy, glad Thanksgiving; 

The hours and days a silent phrase 

   Of music we are living. 

And so the theme should swell and grow 

   As weeks and months pass oôer us, 

And rise sublime at this good time, 

A grand Thanksgiving chorus. 

Encouraging Others in the 

Christmas Season 

 Once again this year, weôd like to invite you to 

share the joy of Christmas with members of our church 

family whoôd be blessed by your encouragement. Of 

course, given the unusual realities of our situation right 

now, this includes not only our homebound members, 

but also a number of other friends whoôve been forced 

to ñisolateò themselves in recent months to safeguard 

their health. A list of these people is being assembled, 

and in the near future you should receive it by email, or 

you can pick up a copy from one of the  information 

centers at our church. 

 Once you have your list, prepare cards for the 

folks youôd like to encourage; write the name of the 

recipient on the front (no address necessary); and then 

place the cards in the ñChristmas Post Office Box,ò 

which will be available in the hallway between the 

sanctuary and the educational building, beginning on 

Nov. 8. To ensure timely delivery, please be sure to 

drop your cards in the box no later than Dec.13.  

 In 2019, we were able to bless our homebound 

members with more than 650 cards. Letôs continue to 

show our love and support in this simple but meaning-

ful way. Thank you for helping us stay connected with 

all the members of our fellowship.  

Gifts and Memorials  
In Memory of Bill Overby 

Jim and Sandra Byrd 

Randy and Sylvia Gentry 

Sherri Harriman 

Ken and Barbara Nowlin 

Jo Ann Surratt 

 

In Memory of Mildred Overby 

Jim and Sandra Byrd 

 

In Memory of Faye Seal 

Claudia Bryant 

Jim and Sandra Byrd 

Randy and Sylvia Gentry 

Glenda Laster 

Wes and Donna Martin 

Ed and Ruth McBride 

Ken and Barbara Nowlin 

Guy and Mary Sparger 

Jo Ann Surratt 



Notes of Thanks 
 I have always admired Calvary 
Baptist Church for what it does for the 
community and its members.  I appreciate 
what it is doing during this pandemic—
backpack ministry, food for Yokefellow, 
remembering senior adults and so much 
more.   
 The senior adult ministry includes us.  
It was a welcome surprise to receive the 
vegetable soup.  But it didnôt stop there.  
Peaches, delicious meals and fresh flowers 
followed.  What a pick-me-up it was for us. 
 Owen joins me in saying thank you for 
your many acts of kindness and especially 
your love. 
  Sandra & Owen Stone 

Dear Church Family, 
Thank you so much for the cards, phone calls 
and most of all the prayers during mine and 
Markôs recent illness.  We are so thankful and 
feel so blessed  to have such a wonderful 
caring church family.  We know all the 
prayers is what helped us get through. 
  Love, Mark & Cathy Stevens 

Dear Church Family, 
Thank you for the cards, phone calls, food, 
flowers, monetary gifts and most of all the 
PRAYERS that each of you have prayed for 
me during my illness.  How blessed I am to 
have such a caring church family.  Please 
continue to keep me in your thoughts and 
prayers. 
  Love, Mary Jo White 

Calvary Baptist, thank you so much for your 
continuous support of Yokefellow.  Your 
recent donation of 579 pounds of food filled 
our empty shelves as we daily give food to 
needy people in our county.  Your church is a 
blessing. 
  Dixie Ratliff 
  Program Coordinator 
  Yokefellow Ministry 

Friends, Thank you so much for your 
sustaining gift to Habitat for Humanity.  Your 
ongoing support is such an encouragement 
during these trying times. 
  Thank you again, 
  Greater Mount Airy Area 
  Habitat for Humanity 

Pastor Alex and congregation, 
Hamburger steak and vegetables were 
awesome.  Thanks also for the fresh produce. 
  Frank Boyd 

A ñBack to Churchò Update 
 

 For a little more than a month now, weôve invited 

everyone to come ñback to churchò for worship and Bible 

study. Of course, some members of our church family arenôt 

quite ready to participate in public gatherings. And with the 

current uptick in coronavirus transmission, thatôs likely to 

continue being the case for several weeks to come. And yet, 

as we head into November, we want everyone to know 

about the opportunities that are available. And so, hereôs a 

quick overview: 

¶ Nursery care and childrenôs classes are available for 

both worship and Sunday School. 

¶ Worship begins at 9 oôclock on Sunday morning, and 

participants can join us online or in the sanctuary (where 

social distancing and mask-wearing are encouraged). 

¶ Sunday School starts after worship, and the following 

classes are meeting: Youth, Young Adults, College & 

Career, Spares & Pairs, Coed 1, Coed 3, Coed 4, and 

Coed 5.  

¶ The following classes are not meeting at this time:  

Ladies 1, 3 & 4 and Menôs 1 & 2. However, members of 

these classes are invited to participate in-person in the 

classes that are meeting, or to participate online with 

Young Adults or Spares & Pairs (contact David McPeak 

or David Stone for connection details).  

 

Christmas for Kids in Need 

Because of changes in the local ñAngel Treeò program,  

Calvary will not be serving children through that ministry this 

Christmas. However, we will be doing something very similar 

for children in the local foster care system through the Surry 

County Foster Parent Association.  

We are currently seeking 12 individuals, families, or Sunday 

School classes who would agree to provide Christmas gifts 

for a child. Each sponsoring person or group will receive a 

ñwish listò from the child and can expect to spend between 

$125 and $150 to provide an appropriate assortment of gifts. 

(Note: Sponsors are allowed to spend more than this but are 

asked to place a priority on requests for clothing items. Gift 

cards to purchase clothing are acceptable—especially for 

ñbrand consciousò teenagers.) Sponsors will need to bring 

the gifts to church in a bag (but not wrapped) by a date in 

late November or early December (details to come). 

If youôd like to sign-up to sponsor a child, please contact 

Pastor Alex (pastoralex4@gmail.com).  



{
ǳ
ƴ 

a
ƻ
ƴ 

¢
ǳ
Ŝ 

²
Ŝ
Ř 

¢
Ƙ
ǳ 

C
Ǌ
ƛ

 
{
ŀ
ǘ

 

м
 

!
ƭ
Ŝ
Ȅ
 
w
ŀ
ǘ
Ŏ
ƭ
ƛ
ũ

 

н
 

5
ŀ
Ǌ
Ǌ
Ŝ
ƭ
ƭ
 
t
Ƙ
ƛ
ƭ
ƭ
ƛ
Ǉ
ǎ

 

о
 

a
ŀ
Ǌ
ȅ
 
w
ǳ
ǘ
Ƙ
 
[
Ŝ
ǿ
ƛ
ǎ

 

п
 

t
ŀ
ǧ
 
.
ǳ
ǘ
Ŝ
Ǌ
ŀ

 

{
ǘ
Ŝ
Ǉ
Ƙ
Ŝ
ƴ
 
D
ŀ
ǳ
ǎ
Ŝ

 

¢
ƻ
ƴ
ȅ
 
a
ŀ
Ǌ
ǝ
ƴ

 

W
Ŝ
ǎ
ǎ
ƛ
Ŏ
ŀ
 
{
ƛ
Ƴ
ŀ
ƴ
Ř
ƭ
Ŝ

 

р
 

D
Ǌ
ŀ
ȅ
 
.
Ŝ
Ǿ
Ŝ
Ǌ
ƭ
ȅ

 

.
Ǌ
ȅ
ǎ
ƻ
ƴ
 
±
ŀ
Ǌ
ƴ
Ŝ
ȅ

 

с
 

/
ŀ
Ǌ
ƻ
ƭ
 
!
ƴ
ƴ
 
D
ŀ
ǳ
ǎ
Ŝ

 

D
ŀ
ō
Ǌ
ƛ
Ŝ
ƭ
 
a
ŀ
ǳ
Ŏ
ƪ

 

C
Ǌ
Ŝ
Ř
 
{
Ƴ
ƛ
ǘ
Ƙ

 

т
 

у
 

5
Ŝ
ƴ
ƛ
ǎ
Ŝ
 
/
ŀ
ƛ
ƴ

 

W
ƻ
Ǌ
Ř
ŀ
ƴ
 
C
Ǌ
ŀ
ƴ
Ŏ
ƛ
ǎ

 

.
Ǌ
Ŝ
ŀ
 
I
ǳ
ƭ
ƭ

 

ф
 

h
ƭ
ƛ
Ǿ
ƛ
ŀ
 
{
Ƙ
Ŝ
ƭ
ǘ
ƻ
ƴ

 

a
ŀ
Ǌ
ȅ
 
I
Ŝ
ƭ
Ŝ
ƴ
 
{
Ƴ
ƛ
ǘ
Ƙ

 

м
л 

b
ƻ
Ǌ
Ǌ
ƛ
ǎ
 
I
ƻ
Ř
Ǝ
Ŝ

 

w
ƻ
ō
ƛ
ƴ
 
a
Ŏ
Y
ƛ
ƴ
ƴ
Ŝ
ȅ

 

м
м 

C
ŀ
ȅ
Ŝ
 
I
ŀ
ŀ
ǎ

 

м
н 

w
ƛ
Ŏ
Ƙ
ŀ
Ǌ
Ř
 
I
ƻ
Ǌ
ǘ
ƻ
ƴ

 

W
ƛ
ƭ
ƭ
 
t
ǳ
Ŏ
ƪ
Ŝ
ǧ

 

м
о 

.
Ǌ
ŀ
Ř
 
D
ǳ
Ǌ
ƭ
Ŝ
ȅ

 

м
п 

I
ŀ
Ř
ƭ
Ŝ
ȅ
 
²
ŀ
Ǌ
Ǌ
Ŝ
ƴ

 

м
р 

/
Ǌ
ŀ
ƛ
Ǝ
 
{
ƭ
ŀ
ǘ
Ŝ

 

м
с 

w
ŀ
ƴ
Ř
ȅ
 
D
Ŝ
ƴ
ǘ
Ǌ
ȅ

 

м
т 

 

м
у 

 

м
ф 

Y
ŀ
ǝ
Ŝ
 
a
ƻ
ǎ
Ŝ
Ǌ

 

a
Ŝ
ƭ
ƛ
ǎ
ǎ
ŀ
 
±
Ŝ
Ǌ
ƴ
ƻ
ƴ

 

н
л 

9
Ƴ
ƻ
Ǌ
ȅ
 
.
Ǌ
ŀ
Ŏ
Ŝ
ȅ

 

!
Ƴ
ō
Ŝ
Ǌ
 
I
ƻ
Ǌ
ǘ
ƻ
ƴ

 

9
Ƴ
Ŝ
Ǌ
ǎ
ƻ
ƴ
 
²
ŀ
Ǌ
Ǌ
Ŝ
ƴ

 

н
м 

W
ŀ
ƴ
Ŝ
 
!
ȅ
Ŝ
Ǌ
ǎ

 

{
Ƙ
Ŝ
ƛ
ƭ
ŀ
 
²
ƛ
ƭ
ǎ
ƻ
ƴ

 

н
н 

/
ŀ
ǘ
Ƙ
Ŝ
Ǌ
ƛ
ƴ
Ŝ
 
{
Ŏ
Ƙ
ŀ
ƭ
ƭ

 

W
ǳ
Ř
ȅ
 
{
ƻ
ǿ
Ŝ
Ǌ
ǎ

 

н
о 

н
п 

¢
ƛ
Ƴ
 
9
ƭ
Ř
Ǌ
ƛ
Ř
Ǝ
Ŝ

 

a
ŀ
Ǌ
ȅ
 
{
Ǉ
ŀ
Ǌ
Ǝ
Ŝ
Ǌ

 

н
р 

D
ǿ
Ŝ
ƴ
 
t
Ǌ
ƛ
Ǿ
Ŝ
ǧ
Ŝ

 

W
ǳ
Ř
ȅ
 
{
ǘ
Ŝ
Ǉ
Ƙ
Ŝ
ƴ
ǎ
ƻ
ƴ

 

н
с 

[
ǳ
ƪ
Ŝ
 
a
ŀ
Ǌ
ǝ
ƴ

 

н
т 

I
ŀ
Ȋ
Ŝ
ƭ
 
5
Ǌ
ŀ
ǳ
Ǝ
Ƙ
ƴ

 

!
ƴ
Ř
Ǌ
Ŝ
ŀ
 
I
Ŝ
Ǌ
ŀ
ǘ
Ƙ

 

н
у 

н
ф 

.
ŀ
ƪ
Ŝ
Ǌ
 
[
Ŝ
ŀ
ǘ
Ƙ
Ŝ
Ǌ
ǎ

 

о
л 

!
ƴ
ƛ
ǘ
ŀ
 
I
ǳ
ƭ
ƭ

 

[
ƻ
Ǌ
Ŝ
ǧ
ŀ
 
±
ŀ
ǳ
Ǝ
Ƙ
ƴ

 

 
 

 
 

 

.
Ï
Ö
Å
Í
Â
Å
Ò
 
ς
π
ς
π

 


