The Calvary Herald

Expanding the Embrace of God’s Kingdom — In Our Hearts, Our Lives, Our World

Coming This Month: Servant Sunday (Don’t Just GO to Church. BE the Church)

Jesus said to his disciples, “As the Father has sent me, | am sending you” (John 20:21). But HOW did the Father send Jesus?
Did the Father send Jesus to sit in a sacred building for an hour or two a week—singing songs, praying prayers, and listening
to a pastor? No! The Father sent Jesus into the world to proclaim good news, to set prisoners free, and to liberate folks who
were oppressed (Luke 4:18). The Father sent Jesus to heal and to bless and to serve.

Of course, our Sunday morning worship is a response to the fact that the Father sent Jesus in precisely these ways. It’s vital

that we gather together to thank God for His mercy and to praise Him for the Love He showed when He sent Christ to us. But

even as we look forward to the times that we get to D hto church, we must never forget that we have been sent by Jesus to
9Qhe church. We've been called to follow in His steps and to continue His mission of healing and blessing and serving.

That’s why our whole church family will be observing “Servant Sunday” on October 27. On that day, we’ll be “relocating” and
“repurposing” our morning worship services so that we can worship U_K N.Psexitdto the people of our community®
Naturally, doing something different like that might generate some questions. So, let’s answer a few:

How could we even THINK of canceling Sunday morning worship? Well, the truth is that we’re NOT canceling worship. We
just won’t worship by offering hymns and prayers and a sermon in the church building. Instead, we’ll worship by offering our
lives in service to others as an expression of love and in obedience to our Lord’s command. Let’s not forget, the Bible says
that “to obey is better than sacrifice” (1 Sam. 15:22). Plus, when our “Servant Sunday” is over, we will have a more traditional
time of worship to celebrate everything that God has done through us.

What about the Sabbath? Aren’t we supposed to refrain from work on the Lord’s Day? It is absolutely true that we are
called to “remember the Sabbath and keep it holy” (Ex. 20:8). But Jesus made it clear that Sabbath rules about work are given
to help us rest...not to keep us from helping others. In fact, Jesus explicitly said, “If any of you has a sheep and it falls into a
pit on the Sabbath, will you not take hold of it and lift it out? How much move valuable is a human being than a sheep!
Therefore, it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath” (Mt. 12:11-12). And “doing good” is exactly what Servant Sunday is about.

How can | participate in Servant Sunday? | don’t have any special abilities, or I'm too old, or (fill in your excuse here)?

Our Servant Sunday planning team has been working on our day of ministry for a couple months now. And we feel confident

that we’ve provided something for everyone. Here’s a list of the projects in which you can be involved:

1 Prayer Ministry: The kind of serving that changes lives never grows out of our own strength. Instead, it grows out of
God’s power and claims God’s promises. So, as members of our church head out to serve others, prayer teams will lead
the way with one doing a prayer walk downtown, another doing a prayer walk on the Greenway, another doing a prayer
walk in the neighborhood around Calvary, and another praying here at church.
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Ramp Building: Volunteers will work with members of our Handyman Ministry to construct a ramp for a local family.
Wood Chopping: Participants will cut and stack firewood for local families to heat their homes this winter.

Sewing: Folks with an interest in sewing, quilting and related crafts will create “fidget blankets” for Alzheimer’s
patients in local nursing homes.

Cookie Outreach: Volunteers will bake, package and deliver cookies as an “act of blessing” for local businesses and
homebound church members.

Card Ministry: Those who enjoy encouraging others with writing and decorating will bless others by preparing cards
that will be sent to local pastors, teachers, and veterans.

Worship and Music Visitation: Two teams of volunteers will travel to local nursing homes to lead a brief time of
worship and visit with residents.

Food Drive: Participants will pick-up donations of non-perishable food items that have been left for our “Servant
Sunday” effort. (Youth from our church will publicize this food drive in the week leading up to Servant Sunday.)

Lunch: Volunteers will prepare and serve a hot dog lunch for all of our Servant Sunday workers and for community
guests who'll be invited to come and eat with us.

Homebound Visitation: Folks with a heart for caring will share visits with our homebound members and will deliver
small gift bags to lift their spirits.

Hygiene Kits: Participants will assemble hygiene kits for local ministries to distribute to folks in need.

“Rock Evangelism” Those with a flair for the artistic— S & LIS O A |- {vill edjoy trdatigichlorful rocks decorated
with words of encouragement to leave around town in places where they’ll be seen and picked up by others®

If that sounds like a lot of opportunities to choose from...it is! But when God’s people put their hearts and hands into it,
there’s no telling what can be accomplished. We hope that everyone will get involved in our “Servant Sunday” emphasis.
So, here’s what we encourage you to do:

1

Study: Discover the biblical basis for this effort by attending worship on October 13 and 20 when our pastor will be
preaching about how and why we put our “faith in action.”

Sign-Up: You O | sffow up on Servant Sunday (Oct. 27) and pick your project then. But it will go much more smoothly
for you and for us if you sign up in advance. Just use the registration forms that will be found in our bulletins and info
centers to register for the project of your choice.t f S I & $Ve wilPbé gBoViding childcare, but in most cases we hope
that children will participate in Servant Sunday so that families can have the joy of serving together®

Give: Some of our projects require supplies to be successful. Most of these supplies will be paid for out of our church
mission budget, and some items you can bring with you when you come out for Servant Sunday. But there might be
some supplies that we can’t cover in these ways; so we invite you to make a small donation (mark your envelope
“Servant Sunday) to help us purchase what’s needed.

Invite: We want to do more than serve the community. We want to serve § A th&community. So please begin now
to ask God which family members, friends, or neighbors you can invite to join our Servant Sunday on October 27®
Participate: We want EVERYONE to turn out for Servant Sunday on October 27. For those who participate in Sunday
School classes, those will meet briefly at 9 AM. Then, at 9:30, we’ll gather in the sanctuary for a brief time of prayer,
commissioning, and last-minute instructions. From there, we’ll head out into the community to serve others. When you
complete your project (or when you need a break), you’ll be invited to stop by the fellowship hall to enjoy a hot dog
lunch. Then, we’ll meet in the sanctuary again at 6 o’clock that evening for a closing worship celebration.

Pray: Jesus said, “l am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and | in you, you will bear much fruit; apart
from me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). We know that this effort will only be fruitful if it is rooted in the power of
Christ. So, we urge you to ask the Lord in advance to inspire us, guide us, and work through us to expand His kingdom.

Of course, we hope that all this will do more than offer a fantastic day of ministry and fellowship. We pray that the effort
will inspire us as individuals and as a church to become more aware of all the ways we can share the love of God with our
community both now and in the future. So, let’s not just D hto church. Let’s. @he church as we allow our Lord to send us
just as He was sent.

& h
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Family Bowling Night: Part 2 A New Devotional Composed by..You!

If you didn’t attend our Family Calvary has received a grant that will allow our church and
l Bowling Night last fall, you missed its pastor to share a sabbatical experience in the summer of
Q W P a great evening. We enjoyed good 2020. One of the key resources for that sabbatical will be a
G ’Q fellowship, tasty snacks, kids in devotional guide, written by our church family. The guide
% costumes...and some pretty good will provide 3-months’ worth of daily devotionals—one
b\ /’ bowling, too! . dz(i F Stls NJ Yy 2ndiohth for each of the sabbatical’s key themes: Rest,
almost time for our Second Annual Reflect, and Renew. Because we are blessed to have so
¢ o\ Family Bowling Night, which will much wisdom, creativity, and rich spiritual experience in
/GHT ““ be held on Sunday, November 3, our congregation, we are asking you to write the reflections
from 6 to 8 o’clock in the evening that will be included in this guide. Some suggestions for
at Mount Airy Lanes. Like last year, preparing these reflections were distributed in worship
we’re inviting participants to bring some snacks and drinks to recently, and copies can still be found in the church
share. And even though Halloween will have just passed, information centers. Devotionals need to be turned in no
we’d love to have the kids come out in their Halloween later than Sunday, November 17. If you have any questions,
costumes. Even if you’re not a bowler, you’re welcome to please contact the pastor.
join us for a fun night with the church family. We would love
to make this event free to all who attend; so if you’d like to Children’s Christmas Musical

make a small donation to help underwrite the cost, please

We want all of Calvary’s kids to be
contact the pastor.

part of this year’s Christmas Musical:
Little Drummer Dude! Rehearsals
Sermon Input Needed begin on Sunday, September 29 at
Every year about this time, our 4:30 PM, and we will practice each
pastor goes away for a few days Sunday afternoon. The show will be
to begin making sermon plans for performed on Sunday, December 15
the coming year. And one of the at 6pm.

most valuable resources in that
processis € 2 tgNd. By sharing
your questions, your spiritual
needs, and the areas in which
you’d like to grow, you help the
pastor select topics and series
that move us all forward in our
walk with Christ. “Sermon Input Forms” were recently
distributed in worship, and you can find additional copies
in the church information centers. But you don’t need a
special form! Just jot down your ideas and get them to the
pastor by dropping them off in the church office or sending
them by email (pastoralex4@gmail.com) no later than
Sunday, October 6. To help you identify your “sermon
needs” for the coming year, you might consider questions

LITTLE DIZUMM 3

Discerning God'’s Call in Belize

For the past four years, Calvary has been involved in a
fruitful mission partnership with the El Faro Encendido
church in Copper Bank, Belize. Each team that we’ve sent
has contributed to what God is doing there and has been
enriched by new friendships with our brothers and sisters in
Christ. But a partnership like this requires a lot of resources.
And there are other parts of the world in which God might
call us to invest our time and energy. Therefore, as we
prepare for our fifth trip to Belize next summer —which
marks the fulfillment of our original commitment — we want
to engage in a prayerful discernment process as a church
family. With this in mind, we invite everyone to be part of
an open dialogue in the church fellowship hall on Sunday,

like these: ) ) October 20, at 2:30 in the afternoon. Together, we’ll discuss
T V\/:;tcc;l]o'ltn?eed most right now to grow in my walk the blessings and challenges of our Belize partnership and
wi rist?

will ask the Lord to show us what our next steps should be.
This Belize partnership has been a shared ministry of our
entire church; so you don’t have to have travelled to Belize
to come and seek God’s direction with us. We look forward
to seeing you there.

1 What are the facets of Christian living about which |
have questions and/or struggles?

1  What are the doctrines, books of the Bible, or biblical
characters about which I'd like to know more?

9 About what life issues and/or social concerns would |
like to get a deeper biblical perspective?
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Sabbatical Questions

. ) . A October Birthdays
In preparation for next summer’s sabbatical, we’re using
our newsletter to address questions that people might have Sheri Norman 10/02
about the sabbatical experience. For this month, let’s tackle Meagan Puckett 10/02
the following question: Who's going to preach? Rhonda McHone 10/03
1 ! yasSNY { SOSNI fwitBthe®eSolréesS y i | & LIS lgebkPMbFa 10/04
provided by our sabbatical grant, we’ll be bringing in a Abbey Nester 10/04
special guest each mqnth to addr.ess one of the main _ Gearge Howlett 10/05
themes of our sabbatical emphasis: Restz wSb SO0 | YR
w Sy $nhéddlition, we’ll be hearing from a couple T EIEY Lo
“seasoned preaching veterans” who will continue to Kristen Gregory 10/06
help us dig into these themes. To top things off, our Jaydon Hayes 10/07
own Alex Bracey will preach each month, allowing us to Nancy Transou 10/07
apply what we’re learning to our own church family. Justin Hawks 10/08
It promises to be a summer of depth, variety, and Isaac Hawks 10/08
excellent worship —and vs./e invi'Fe you to pray for God to Bob McPherson 10/08
be at work as all the details fall into place. Mary Jane Shelton 10/08
Women’s Bible Study Maleigha Brintle 10/09
A women’s Bible study will take place from 5:30 to 7 o’clock Henry Hauser .
in the evening on Sunday nights from Oct. 20 to Nov. 17. bty el o 10/09
The study is based on the recent movie, h @S N 2/MdS N& Joan Simpson 10/09
will be led by Jill Cawley and Judy Joyce. A study guide is Arlene Ingram 10/12
available for participants. To order a copy or to get more Annie Thomas 10/12
information, contact Kim Morrison. Bentley Bonner 10/13
Mitzi Poore 10/13
New Faces in the Nursery Tina Gause 10/14
As we move into October, you may notice some neyv faces Lora Jones 10/14
|n.o.ur infant nursery. To ease the.burden qn .our children’s el e 10/15
ministry volunteers—and to continue providing excellent :
. , Tim Montgomery 10/18
care for the youngest members of our church family—we’ll
be welcoming Mary Gammons and Marissa Inscore to our Deena Martin 10/19
ministry team. Mary and Marissa have extensive experience Dexter Cain 10/21
in professional daycare and preschool environments; and Tanner Jarrell 10/22
together, they will serve as our Sunday morning nursery Emma Norman 10/22
team. We hope that you’ll give them a warm Calvary ol R e 10/22
weIFome; and if you have any questions about our ministry Kim Beverly 10/23
to kids, we encourage you to contact Pastor Alex, Alex Amy Nowlin 10/23
Bracey, or a member of the Children’s Ministry Team.
Zeo Stone 10/23
Welcome to Our Newest! Kendall Cawley gy
1 Kyler Moser: Born to Keith & Kendal Gause 10/24
Katie Moser on 9/17. N Lillian Holder 10/24
1 Harper Shelton: Born to Mike Harper Leathers 10/24
& Olivia Shelton on 9/20. ' Natalie Puckett 10/28
1 Mack Puckett: Born to Ritchie Stephanie Hawks 10/29
and Shari Puckett on 9/24. Kelly Mabe 10/29
Hannah Slate 10/30
Lilnette Phillips 10/31
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